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Exterior renovations that can

R

enovating a home
to improve its value
can be a smart
investment. Interior
improvements, such as
updating kitchens and
baths, offer good return
on investment, but there
are plenty of exterior
renovations that can add
value to a home and give
it that coveted “wow”
factor.

of prospective home
buyers say a home’s curb
appeal is an important
factor in their buying
decisions. As buyers
use the internet to look
for their dream homes,
there’s no denying a
beautifully landscaped,
nicely photographed
property can entice
buyers to click and read
more about a house.

an inspector to look at
key components of the
house and recommend
what needs to be fixed.
This way it is discovered
before home buyers
come in and do their
own inspections.
Termite infestations,
deteriorating roofs and
hidden water leaks are
some things that might
need fixing.

Landscaping

Address insects and
minor repairs

Improve the
entryway

Abundant and wellplanned landscaping
can instantly boost curb
appeal. According to the
landscaping company
Lawn Starter, 71 percent

Improving home value
may come down to fixing
areas of the home that
can negatively affect its
appeal to buyers. Hire

The front door is the
focal point of a home’s
exterior. Invest in a new
door or paint it a striking
color to add appeal.

DIY Projects that can

H

ome renovation projects
can pay numerous
dividends. Renovations can
have a positive effect on resale
value, make homes more livable
for residents and, in some ways,
make homes more affordable.

Renovation projects that aim
to conserve energy can save
homeowners substantial amounts
of money. Such projects don’t
often require considerable
effort or even sizable financial
investments, which can make
homeowners skeptical as to
just how much they can save
after completing the project.
But the scale of a project may
have little to do with how much
homeowners will save. For
example, the U.S. Department
of Energy notes that a relatively
effortless task like turning back a
thermostat between 7° and 10° F
for eight hours per day can save
homeowners as much as $83
per year. A more labor-intensive
task like planting shade trees
saves homeowners an average of
between $35 and $119 per year.

When looking for ways to
conserve energy around the house
and save money, homeowners
need not necessarily commit
to expensive projects. The DOE
notes that the following are some
energy-saving projects and details
what homeowners can expect to
save after completing them. While

Project: Install exterior
low-e storm windows.
What is it? Low-e windows

reflect infrared heat back into a
home. Such windows are coated
with an ultra-thin layer of metal
that improves the window’s
insulation ability.

How much can I save?

Homeowners who install low-e
windows can save between 12
and 33 percent on their annual
heating and cooling costs.

Project: Seal uncontrolled

air leaks.
What is it? Air leaks let cool air

in during winter and warm air in
during summer. Caulking, sealing
and weather stripping all cracks
and large openings can cut back
on air leaks that are costing you
money. The DOE recommends
hiring a contractor to seal any
leaks on heating and cooling
ducts.
Homeowners who seal
uncontrolled air leaks can save
between 10 and 20 percent
on their annual heating and

Did you know?

W

Remodeling magazine’s
“Cost vs. Value Report
2019” indicates changing
an entry door to a steel
replacement can offer
74.9 percent ROI. Such
a door provides visual
appeal and added
security — things buyers
look for. In addition to
the front door, make sure
that the entryway has
a level walkway, steps
that are in good repair,
accents that are free
from rust or tarnish, and
decorative plants.

Outdoor lighting

Outdoor lighting can
add to the ambiance of a

home value

property and serve as a
security feature. Utilize
different lights, such
as a bright light by the
entry, uplighting in trees
and shrubs for drama, a
light-lined path to the
door to improve visibility,
and motion-detection
lights to improve the
security of the property.

Repaint (or reside)
the exterior

A fresh coat of paint
or new (or cleaned)
siding can instantly give
homes a facelift. Neutral,
warm and inviting
colors tend to have the
widest appeal. Adding

manufactured stone
veneer to the home can
offer a 94.9 percent ROI,
says Remodeling. And
after doing the front door
and siding, investing in a
garage door replacement
offers the highest ROI
of all exterior projects
listed on the “Cost vs.
Value Report 2019.” This
improvement returns
97.5 percent when
selling.
Knowing which
improvements add
value to a home can
help homeowners tailor
their efforts to those
that are most financially
beneficial.

conserve energy around the house

each individual project may not
result in jaw-dropping savings,
homeowners who follow many of
these recommendations may end
up saving more than $1,000 per
year.

How much can I save?

improve

cooling bills.

Project: Plant shade trees.

What is it? If you plant a

deciduous tree between six and
eight feel tall near your home, it
will begin to shade your windows
within a year of being planted.
Depending on the species of the
tree and the home, the shade
tree will begin shading the roof
within five to 10 years. The DOE
notes that shading is the most
cost-effective way to reduce air
conditioning costs.

How much can I save?

Properly planted shade trees can
reduce air conditioning costs by
anywhere from 15 to 50 percent.

Project: Insulate the
water heater tank
What is it? New water tanks

are likely already insulated. But
homeowners with older hot water
tanks can insulate their tanks with
a water heater insulating blanket
kit.

How much can I save?

Insulating a water heater tank
can save homeowners as much as
16 percent on their annual water
heating bills.
Even the smallest DIY projects
can produce big savings. More
information about energy-saving
home improvement projects can
be found at www.energy.gov.

hen planning spring landscapes, homeowners should always group plants with
similar water needs together. According to the U.S. Department of Energy, grouping
plants with similar water needs together helps to conserve water, which can be
an especially useful strategy if or when drought restrictions go into effect in summer.
Homeowners also can embrace additional strategies to landscape with water conservation
in mind. For example, aerating soil helps to improve water flow to plants’ roots and reduces
water runoff, helping to ensure that plants get all of the water they need while reducing
the likelihood that homeowners will have to use excessive amounts of water to keep plants
healthy. In addition, using low-water-using types of grass can help homeowners who live in
areas prone to drought conserve water while still maintaining lush, green lawns.

2 Tuesday, March 31, 2020

SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT/LAWN AND GARDEN 2020

Miami Valley Today

Spring Home & Garden
3 COMMON DIY MISTAKES

to avoid

P

ride tends to swell when
homeowners successfully
complete do-it-yourself
projects on their homes. In
addition to saving homeowners
money, DIY projects provide
a unique way for men and
women to personally connect
with their homes. The ability to
look at a finished project and
say it’s a result of your own
handiwork can make a home
feel more your own.

As fun and fulfilling as DIY
projects can be, they also can
be nerve-wracking and induce
anxiety. When DIY projects
falter, fixing them can prove
costly, as homeowners typically
must call in contractors to
correct their mistakes and get
a project back on track. That

results in additional labor and
material costs that might have
been avoidable, especially for
homeowners who make an
effort to avoid some common
DIY mistakes.

1. Failure to secure
permits

Even though homeowners
own their homes, that does
not mean they have carte
blanche to do what they want
with them. Many renovation
projects require homeowners
to secure permits before
projects can commence. Some
may even require additional
permits as the projects
advance. If proper permits
are not secured, homeowners
may be fined and projects may

be nixed, regardless of how
much money homeowners have
spent up to that point. Before
beginning a home renovation
project, homeowners should
always contact their local
permit office to determine
if any permits are required.
Bankrate.com notes that
permits are often required
for any project larger than
painting or wallpapering.

2. Overestimating your
abilities

DIY television shows make
home renovation projects
look easy, but reality suggests
otherwise. Homeowners
with little or no experience
renovating a home may
want to take classes before

they think about starting a
project on their own. Even
online tutorials tend to make
jobs appear easier than they
are. Roofing and plumbing
projects tend to be best
left to the professionals, as
these projects can be either
dangerous or vulnerable to
disaster if not addressed by
trained professionals.

3. Incorrect materials

Whether it’s to save money or
a byproduct of inexperience,
DIYers do not always choose
the correct materials for a job.
Experienced contractors have
ample experience working
with all sorts of materials
and are therefore in a unique
position to recommend the

best materials for any given
job. That resource is not
available for DIYers, who must
perform ample research before
beginning a job so the project
involves the most appropriate
materials. Incorrect materials
can be a sunken cost that
derails a project, but even jobs
completed using incorrect
materials may need to be
redone a lot more quickly than
those that employed the right
materials the first time.

Many home renovation projects
can be completed without
the help of professional
contractors., especially when
homeowners take steps to
avoid some of the more
common mistakes made by
DIYers.

Difficulty starting

A power tool that won’t start can delay a
project. But a tool that won’t start should
not be immediately written off, especially
not before DIYers employ a multimeter. The
cost of digital multimeters varies widely, with
some retailing for less than $20 while others
sell for hundreds and hundreds of dollars.
Serious DIYers who spend every weekend
working on one project or another may find
the more expensive multimeters more to their
liking, but many weekend warriors can get by
with less expensive alternatives. Multimeters
are useful because they can measure voltage
on a power tool to determine if power is
effectively moving through the tool.

Signs your tools

may need some TLC

Dust and dirt also can compromise power
tools. This may be especially likely in spring,
a time synonymous with home renovations,
when many homeowners pick up their tools
for the first time in months. Inspect a power
tool that’s not starting to see if dust or dirt is
the culprit. If so, clean the tool and then try to
start it again.

Loss of power

Some power tools may start but still lack
the extra muscle that make power tools
more beneficial than manual tools. In
such instances, the carbon brushes might
need to be replaced. The online resource
ereplacement.parts.com notes that heat
damage to brushes can reduce the overall
conductivity of the brush, resulting in less
power reaching the tool’s motor. In such
instances, replace the carbon brushes. In
addition, chipped or damaged brushes
can result in inconsistent power output.
Replacing the brushes in such instances may
be all that’s necessary to restore a tool to its
powerful self.

Burning smell

A

do-it-yourselfer is only as good as his or her tools. Without the proper tools, even the handiest men and women
may struggle to complete jobs well within their abilities.

It doesn’t take a seasoned do-it-yourselfer to recognize when hammers and screwdrivers need to be replaced.
And such tools are generally so affordable that replacing them, even when they still have some utility, won’t affect too
many DIYers’ budgets. However, power tools are considerable investments that do not necessarily need to be discarded
when the first signs of trouble pop up. In fact, sometimes power tools just need some TLC to become useful once again.
The following are some common symptoms of power tool problems, and what may be behind those problems.

Many a DIYer has dealt with a power tool
that emits an odor of burning. The power
tool experts at Grainger notes that tools like
sanders contain drive belts, and these belts
should be the first place to look when tools
produce a burning smell. When the drive
belt is to blame, the tool will typically stop
working even when the motor is running.
Capacitors may be behind the burning
smell when using tools without drive belts.
Sometimes tools have simply overheated.
Whenever DIYers get a whiff of that burning
smell, turn off the tool immediately and let it
sit for 30 minutes before trying to diagnose
the problem. Replacing these parts can
restore them to full usefulness and get rid of
that unwelcome aroma.

Replacing worn or damaged power tool parts
as opposed to the tools themselves is often
the most budget-friendly way to get these
must-have DIY accessories back on track.
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Repair bare spots in the lawn

C

aring for a lawn
to keep it lush
and green can
require equal measures
of patience and hard
work. Various invaders
can attack grass or
contribute to its demise.
One problem many
homeowners face is
bare spots.
Bare spots can occur
for various reasons.
Heavy foot traffic, grubs
or other pests, fungi,
pet urine, or too much
or too little water can
contribute to bare spots.
The how-to resource
The Spruce says that
correcting the source of
bare spots can prevent
new issues, particularly
if grubs or other pests
are damaging the grass.
Then homeowners can
address existing bare
areas.

It is unlikely that bare
spots will just fill back in
on their own. Reseeding
spots or using sod to fill
in bare areas can help
lawns look lush.
• Begin by raking and
removing any dead
grass and
other debris from
the lawn. Check to
make sure that grubs
or insects are not
attacking the lawn. If
they are, use targeted
treatment options for
those pests.
• Break up and aerate
any soil that is
compacted in the bare
spot.
• Amend the soil in
the bare area with
loamy soil or compost
to improve on the
nutritional makeup
andtexture so that it

is amenable to grassgrowing. If you notice
that the entire lawn is
looking a little sparse,
top-dressing the rest
of the lawn at this
point also can help
improve its vitality.
• Sprinkle seeds in the
bare spot (disperse
seeds over the rest of
the lawn if you want
to over-seed and
improve the thickness
of the lawn). If you
prefer sod, cut a
portion of the®sod to
fit the bare area and
place on the amended
soil.
74711
• The Scotts® company
$2399
says to lightly Was
water
newlyseeded or
sodded
areas
* 42” Mowing Deck
is perfect daily
for mowing in tight areas
for at least two weeks
* Smart Speed® Control System features trim/tow/mow
toground
keep
the fortop
speed ranges
optimalinch
performance
of soil consistently

Toro. Smart
Features.
Proven
Dependability.
TimeCutter® SS5000
Featuring Smart Speed® Control System
• The grass should grow
weeks, and the area
Save
slightly longer than
should be avoided
74731
until then. $350!
$ the rest of the lawn,

TimeCutter w/42” Deck
Featuring Smart Speed® Control System
moist but not soggy.
Gradually waterSave
more as the seedling
$
$150!

2249

2649

Wasthe
$2999
and wait until
color of the patched
* Smart
Speedbegins
® Trim/Tow/Mow
speed
area
toground
blend
ranges for optimal performance
in with the rest of the
* 50” cutting deck
lawn before mowing.
* 18”This
Thickly Padded
Premium
seat offers
could
take
a few
maximum back support for enhanced comfort

develop and the grass
begins to fill in. Deep
water at least once
or twice a week after
the new grass reaches
mowing height.

Eventually, and
with treatment,
bare spots can be
remedied and become
indistinguishable from
other areas of the lawn.

The dangers of mowing too low
See dealer for full warranty details

Model Shown 74731 with 50” Deck
See dealer for full warranty details
while supplies last

Model Shown 74711 with 42” Deck

while supplies last

Crabgrass needs ample sunlight to grow.
® too low, homeowners may
By cutting grass
unknowingly be promoting
® crabgrass growth.
Crabgrass is unsightly and can rob surrounding
grass of the moisture it needs to grow. So
75211
lawns cut too low
may not only lose their lush
appeal thanks toWas
the
unattractive appearance of
$5599
crabgrass, but also because areas surrounding the
crabgrass patches might turn brown due to lack of
* MyRIDE® Suspension System offers a suspended
water.
platform w/adjustable settings
Cutting
too
lowsteel
can
the grass. Cutting
* 48” Fabricated
high-strength
deck stress
provides
tooa professional-grade
low also makes
performance lawns vulnerable to summer
heat. Without blades tall enough to block some
of the summer sun, grass can quickly succumb
to summer heat, leading to dried out, discolored
Model Shown 75211 with 48” Deck
lawns.
while supplies last

be tempted to cut their grass very low, as doing
®
so can mean longer
intervals between mowing
sessions. However, mowing grass too low can have
®
a very adverse effect on a lawn.
Cutting too low can injure the grass. Cutting
74777
grass too low can
injure the grass, creating what’s
essentially a domino
effect of problems to come.
Was $4399
Injured grass will focus on its recovery efforts,
thereby making it vulnerable to other issues.
* Wide 60” Fabricated steel cutting deck handles
tough conditions
Cutting
too low promotes weed growth. Injured
grass
is vulnerable
toTrim/Tow/Mow
invaders, including weeds
® Control System features
* Smart Speed
ground
speed rangesWeeds
for optimal performance
and
insects.
and insects can attack grass
as it recovers from injury, and before homeowners
know it, their lawns are overcome with a host of
problems.
Model Shown 74777 with 60” Deck
See dealer for full warranty details
Cutting too low allows crabgrass to thrive.
while supplies last

TimeCutter w/60” Deck
Featuring Smart Speed Control System
Save
$
$600!

S

pring marks the return of many things.
Trees and flowers begin to bloom again
in spring, while warmer temperatures are
welcomed back with open arms. Grass also begins
to grow again in the spring. That means it’s not
too long before homeowners have to dust off
their lawn mowers and get to work. Those who
don’t necessarily enjoy mowing the lawn may

Toro. Smart
Toro.
Smart
Features.
Features.
Proven
Proven
Dependability.
Dependability.

TimeCutter HD w/48” Deck
Featuring MyRIDE Suspension System
Save
$
$700!

3799

4899

Doug’s Lawnmowers
www.toro.com

4066 Farrington Rd.

Why Doug’s?

Winter Hours
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Sat 8am-1pm

Covington, Ohio

Serving the area for over 34 Years!

• Huge selection of Toro
mowers and Stihl products
• All units come set up and
ready to use
• All service/warranties
handled in house
• FREE delivery on new
riding units within 20 miles

® SS5000
® w/42”
® w/42”
TimeCutter®TimeCutter
SS5000
TimeCutter
DeckDeck
TimeCutter
® Control System®
® Control
Featuring Smart
Speed
Featuring
Smart
Speed
System System
® Control
Featuring
Smart Speed Control System
Toro.
Smart
Featuring
Smart
Speed
Save
Save
74731Features.
74711
Save
Save
$
$
$350!
$150!
74731
74711
Proven
$2999
WasSmart
$2399
Toro.
$350!
$150! Was
Was $2999
Dependability.
Was
$2399
Features.
* Smart Speed® Trim/Tow/Mow ground speed

2649 $2649

$2249

2249

* 42” Mowing Deck is perfect for mowing in tight areas
* Smart Speed® Control System features trim/tow/mow
*ground
42” Mowing
Deckforisoptimal
perfectperformance
for mowing in tight areas
speed ranges

ranges for optimal performance
® w/42”
* Smart Speed
® Trim/Tow/Mow
Deck ground speed
* 50” cutting deckTimeCutter
ranges
for
optimal
performance
* 18” Thickly Padded
Premium seat offers
Featuring
Smart Speed® Control System
maximum back support for*enhanced
comfort
50” cutting
deck
Save
74711

Proven
Dependability.
* Smart Speed® Control System features trim/tow/mow

$

ground speed ranges for optimal performance

2249

18” Thickly
Padded Premium seat offers $150!
Was $2399
TimeCutter® SS5000 * maximum
TimeCutter® w/42” Deck
back support for enhanced comfort
SeeSmart
dealer forSpeed
full warranty
details
Shown 74711 with 42” Featuring
Deck
® Control
See dealer for full
warrantySpeed
details ® ControlModel
SystemModel Shown 74731 with 50” Deck
System
Featuring
Smart
* 42” Mowing Deck is perfect for
mowingsupplies
in tight areas last
while supplies last
while
* Smart Speed® Control System features trim/tow/mowSave
Save
74731 ground speed ranges for optimal performance
74711
$
$350!
$150! $

2649

2249

TimeCutter® SS5000
Featuring Smart Speed® Control System
Sav
74731
$
$35

2649

Was $2999

* Smart Speed® Trim/Tow/Mow ground speed
ranges for optimal performance
* 50” cutting deck
* 18” Thickly Padded Premium seat offers
maximum
back support
for enhanced
Model
Shown
74731comfort
with 50” Deck

Was $2999
See dealer for full warranty details
Model Shown 74711 with 42” Deck
See dealer for Was
full
warranty details
® $2399
TimeCutter
w/60” Deckwhile supplies last
TimeCutter® HD w/48” Deck
while supplies last
* Smart Speed® Trim/Tow/Mow ground speed
*Featuring
42” Mowing Deck is perfect forSmart
mowing in tight areas
ranges for optimal performance
Speed® Control System
See dealer
for full warranty®
details
Featuring
MyRIDE
Suspension
System See dealer for full warranty details
while supplies last
while supplies last
* Smart Speed® Control System features trim/tow/mow
* 50” cutting deck
ground speed ranges for optimal performance
Save
Save
* 18” Thickly Padded Premium seat offers
74777
75211
® w/60” Deck
maximum back support for enhanced comfort
®
TimeCutter
Deck
$TimeCutter
® w/60” Deck HD w/48”
$
$600!
$700!
TimeCutter
TimeCutter® HD w/48” Deck
Was $4399

Model Shown 74731 with 50” De

Model Shown 74711 with 42” Deck

3799

4899

Was $5599

® Control System
® Suspension System
Smart Speed
Featuring MyRIDE
® Suspension
Featuring Smart Speed® Control System Featuring
Featuring
MyRIDE
System
Save
Sav
* Wide 60” Fabricated steel cutting deck handles
75211
* MyRIDE® Suspension
System offers a74777
suspended
$
$
$600!
Save
$70
Save
tough conditions
platform w/adjustable
settings
3799
4899
74777
75211
*$
Smart Speed® Control System features Trim/Tow/Mow
*
48”
Fabricated
high-strength
steel
deck
provides
$
$600!
$700!
®
® HD w/48” Deck
ground speed ranges forw/60”
optimal performance
TimeCutter
Deck
TimeCutter
a professional-grade
performance
Was
$4399

See dealer for full warranty details

3799

Model Shown 74711 with 42” Deck

while supplies last

Model Shown 74731 with 50” Deck
See dealer for full warranty details
while supplies last

4899
Was $4399

* Wide 60” Fabricated steel cutting deck handles

Was $5599

Was $5599

tough conditions
® Suspension System
Featuring Smart Speed® Control System
Featuring MyRIDE
* Smart Speed
® Control System features Trim/Tow/Mow
ground speed ranges for optimal performance
Save
Save
74777
75211
* Wide
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steel cutting
* MyRIDE® Suspension System
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$See
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full warranty
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$600!
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3799
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4899
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last settings
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* 48” Fabricated high-strength steel deck provides
* MyRIDE® Suspension System offers a suspended
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while supplies last

* Smart Speed® Control System features Trim/Tow/Mow
* Wide
60” Fabricated
cutting deck
ground
speedsteelranges
forhandles
optimal performance
tough conditions

* MyRIDE® Suspension System offers a suspended
platform w/adjustable settings
* 48” Fabricated high-strength steel deck provides
a professional-grade performance

Was $5599

Model Shown 74777 with 60” Deck
See dealer for full warranty details
while supplies last

while supplies last

Doug’s Lawnmowers
Doug’s Lawnmowers

* Smart Speed® Control System features Trim/Tow/Mow
ground speed ranges for optimal performance

See dealer for full warranty details

Model Shown 74777 with 60” Deck

Model Shown 74777 with 60” Deck
See dealer for full warranty details
while supplies last
while supplies last

OH-70177999

www.toro.com

Why Doug’s?

* 48” Fabricated high-strength steel deck provides
a professional-grade performance

Why Doug’s?

Huge
Model Shown 75211 with•48”
Deckselection of Toro
• Huge selection of Toro
mowers and Stihl produ
while supplies last
mowers and Stihl products
• All units come set up an
www.toro.com • All units come set up andWinter Hours
ready to use
Spring Hours
www.toro.com
Mon-Fri
8am-5pm
•
All service/warranties
Winter Hours
ready
to use 8am-6pm
Mon-Thurs
Why
Doug’s?
Sat
8am-1pm
handled
4066
Farrington
Rd.in house
Fri
8am-5pm
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
• All service/warranties
Serving the area for over 34 Years!
• FREE delivery on new
Sat 8am-1pm
Covington, Ohio
Serving
area for
Sat 8am-1pm
handled
in the
house
riding units within 20 mi
• Huge selection of Toro
over 34 Years!
937-773-4292
Serving the area for over 34 Years!
FREE
delivery on new
mowers and •Stihl
products
riding
• All units come set up units
and within 20 miles
while supplies last

4066 Farrington Rd.

Model Shown 75211 with 48” Deck

4066 Farrington Rd.

Covington, Ohio
Why Doug’s?
Doug’s
Lawnmowers
Ohio
Doug’sCovington,
Lawnmowers

www.toro.com

4066 Farrington Rd.

Model Shown 75211 with 48” De

Winter Hours

ready to use

• Huge selection of Toro
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Tips when planting shade trees

B

eautiful landscaping can
add instant curb appeal
to a property. But beauty
isn’t the only thing that makes
idyllic landscaping attractive to
homeowners. Some landscaping
features, such as shade trees,
save homeowners money while
adding aesthetic appeal.

The U.S. Department of Energy
notes that shading is the most
cost-effective way to reduce solar
heat gain in a home. Shading
also cuts air conditioning costs,
which tend to be expensive
in areas with warm, humid
climates. In fact, the DOE notes
that well-planned landscapes
can reduce unshaded homes’ air
conditioning costs by anywhere
from 15 to 50 percent.
When planting shade trees,
one of the first decisions

homeowners will need to make
is which type of tree, deciduous
or evergreen, they want to plant.
Deciduous trees are those that
seasonally shed their leaves,
while evergreens are trees that
keep their leaves throughout the
year. Deciduous trees can help
keep homes cool in the summer
by blocking sun, and those same
trees can be beneficial in winter
after they shed their leaves by
letting the sun in and keeping
homes warm. But evergreens
also can be beneficial in winter
by blocking wind, potentially
preventing cold air from making
its way into a home through
cracks in walls or around
windows.
When planting shade trees,
techniques vary depending on
which type of tree homeowners

ultimately choose to plant.

Planting deciduous trees

The DOE says that deciduous
trees that are between six and
eight feet tall when planted will
begin shading the windows of
a home within a year of being
planted. Depending on the
species of the plant and the
home, those same deciduous
trees may begin shading the
roof within five to 10 years of
being planted. When planting
deciduous trees, homeowners
should keep these tips in mind.

• Plant trees to the south of the
home. When planted to the
south of the home, deciduous
trees can screen between
70 and 90 percent of the
summer sun while still allowing

strategically planted.

residents to feel summer
breezes.

• Consider sun angles.
Homeowners who want to
shade their homes from low
afternoon sun angles should
plant trees with crowns that
are lower to the ground on the
west side of
their homes.

• Cool air before it reaches your
home. Shrubs and groundcover
plants can be planted to cool
air before it reaches a home.

Evergreen trees

Planting evergreens to block
wind is known as “windbreaking,”
which lowers the wind chill near
a home. Wind also can be used
to cool a home in summer.
But these benefits can only be
realized when evergreens are

• Location, location, location:
The DOE advises planting
evergreen trees to the north
and northwest of the home
to stop wind. In addition, to
get the most bang for your
windbreaking buck, the
distance between the home
and windbreak should be two
to five times the height of the
mature tree.

• Plant trees on either side of the
house. Planting trees on either
side of the house will direct
cooling winds toward the home
in the summer.
Shade trees can help
homeowners reduce their energy
bills, making them valuable
and attractive additions to any
landscape.

What can and cannot be composted

A

vid gardeners know that compost
can add vital nutrients to soil
used in gardens, container plants
and lawns. The fact that compost is so
versatile and nutrient-dense may not
even be its most admirable quality.
Made from items used in and around
the house, compost costs just about
nothing to produce.
The raw materials that make up
compost come from organic waste.
These can be disposables from the
garden and kitchen, as well as other
areas around the house. According
to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency, yard trimmings
and food scraps add up to 20 to 30

percent of the municipal solid waste in
the United States. Turning waste into
compost not only helps the landscape,
but also the planet.
Compost is relatively easy to make,
and there are scores of materials that
can be put into compost. But it is just
as essential to know which ingredients
cannot be used in compost.

Okay for compost

Most organic materials, or items
that were once living, can be used
in compost. Plant-based items used
in cooking, such as potato peelings,
carrot skins, banana peels, cocoa hulls,
coffee grounds and filters, corn cobs,
apple cores, egg shells, fruit peels,
kelp, and nut shells, can be added to
compost.
Other items from around the house,
like unused kitty litter, hair, shredded
newspapers and cardboard, leaves,
flowers, paper, pine needles, ashes,

and sawdust, can be successfully added
to compost. Stick to items that are not
treated heavily with chemicals.

Should not be used in
compost

Inorganic and non-biodegradable
materials cannot go into compost.
These are items like plastic, glass,
aluminum foil, and metal. Pressuretreated lumber, although a natural
material, is treated with preservatives
and often pesticides that can be
harmful if they leech into the garden.
The small-gardening resource Balcony
Garden Web indicates coated or glossy
printed papers, such as those from
catalogs, magazines, wrapping paper,
marketing materials, and business
cards, should not be added to compost
piles because of the chemicals and inks
used in these pages.
Planet Natural Research Center says
to avoid pet droppings from dogs

and cats. Animal products like bones,
butter, milk, fish skins, and meat, may
decompose and start to smell foul.
Maggots, parasites, pathogens, and
other microorganisms can form in the
compost. These materials also may
attract flies and scavenger animals.
Plus, they decompose very slowly.
Any personal hygiene products should
be avoided because they are tainted by
human fluids and that can pose a
health risk.
While weeds are not harmful in
compost piles, there is the risk that
seeds can germinate and then infiltrate
garden beds when the compost is
used. The same can be said for tomato
plants and some other hardy fruits and
vegetables.
Compost is a winner in the garden and
around the landscape. Learning which
ingredients can and can’t be added
to compost piles is useful for any
gardener.

Go Thunderbolts!

Come see our “Super” Team!
...experience our friendly family service.
POWER
EQUIPMENT
520 W. NATIONAL RD.
ENGLEWOOD, OH 45322

836-9611

(937)
Fax (937) 836-4974
E-mail: Sales@WagonerPower.com
www.WagonerPower.com

OH-70179115
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lesson in building a backyard retaining wall

lat, even
landscapes are
often coveted in
backyards. However,
flat backyards are not
always so easy to find.
Fortunately, varied
terrain does not mean
that certain landscaping
plans are entirely off
limits, especially for
homeowners willing to
build retaining walls.

Retaining walls help
turn steep slopes in a
yard into terraced focal
points. They also can
reduce soil erosion
in hilly areas and can
be used for aesthetic
purposes, like raised
planters, or to create
more usable space
within the yard. When
an inground pool or
pond is cut into a
backyard hill, a retaining
wall helps keep the
remaining portion of
that hill from collapsing
into the cut-away area.
When contemplating
retaining wall projects,
a lesson in physics and
engineering may be
needed. A sturdy and
long-lasting retaining
wall needs to be built
in a way that will take
into consideration the
force of the soil and the
point at which the soil
will begin to slide away,
advises the experts at
The Family Handyman. If
these calculations seem
beyond the scope of
your ability, installation
of a retaining wall is
a job best left to a
professional. If you are
ready to forge ahead,

these tips can get you
started. However, it’s
important to note the
potential benefits of
working with others
who have already built a
retaining wall.

Safety first: Call to have
underground utilities
plotted and marked
before beginning any
excavation.

Map out your trench
and begin to dig. The
trench should have a
level, compacted base as
it will be the foundation
for which the retaining
wall materials, be they
blocks, bricks or wood,
sit in. A crushed stone
base will help anchor
the courses and serve to
promote drainage. The
Family Handyman says
to bury the first course
of the retaining wall
one-tenth the height of
the wall to prevent soil
behind it from pushing
the bottom out.
Check for level. When
placing blocks or
timbers, make sure
they are even with the
first and periodically
check for level as you
go, advises the home
improvement retailer
Lowes®.

Stagger and set back.
The next row of blocks
or material should be
positioned so that the
joints are staggered for
blocks, bricks or wood.
A masonry blade will be
needed to cut the harder
materials; a circular saw
will cut timber. Also,
work against gravity

by setting the second
course slightly back
from the first to help
push back against the
soil that is trying so
hard to push forward.
Repeat the process as
each level is placed.
Many retaining wall
products are made with
a lip to create this
set back.
Go with the grade.
For especially steep

slopes, a gradual
step-up design may
be more secure and
more appealing than a
very tall retaining wall.
Each level of a stepped
design should be done
like the first.

Backfill with stone
for drainage. Using a
layer of stone behind
the retaining wall can
help successfully direct
water away so it will not

increase the weight of
the soil behind the wall
and push against the
retaining wall, advises
The Home Depot.
Retaining walls serve

different purposes in
a yard. Building such a
wall requires planning
and careful execution to
ensure the job is done
correctly.
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Affordable features to consider when

K

itchens are popular
gathering spots in
many homes. That
popularity is reflected in
various ways, including
how many homeowners
choose to remodel their
kitchens.

A 2019 report from the
home renovation and
design resource Houzz
found that kitchens were
the most popular room
to renovate in 2018.
Homeowners considering
kitchen remodels should
know that the Houzz
report also indicated

that spending on kitchen
remodels increased by 27
percent in 2018.

Homeowners concerned
by the cost of remodeling
a kitchen should know
that there are ways to
give kitchens a whole new
feel without breaking the
bank.

Appliances

Consumer Reports
notes that luxury home
buyers expect highend features, including
professional ranges and

built-in refrigerators that
match the surrounding
cabinetry. However, many
mainstream brands offer
“faux pro” features that
can equal more expensive
alternatives. Consumer
Reports even notes that
many budget-friendly
faux pro appliances
outperformed their highend counterparts in terms
of reliability.

Countertops

Countertops tend to
capture the eye’s attention

revamping your kitchen

when walking into a
kitchen. Outdated and/
or damaged countertops
grab that attention for all
the wrong reasons, while
updated countertops
made from today’s
most popular materials
provide that wow factor
homeowners seek. If
granite is a must-have,
Consumer Reports notes
that homeowners can
save substantial amounts
of money by choosing
granite from remnants at
the stone yard. If marble
is your ideal countertop,

save money by choosing
a domestic product as
opposed to one imported
from overseas.

Cabinets

Custom-built cabinets
may be a dream, but
they tend to be a very
expensive one. Such
cabinets are designed to
adhere to the dimensions
of the kitchen, and
Consumer Reports notes
that they can cost tens of
thousands of dollars. If
that estimate would bust

your budget, examine
the current layout of the
existing cabinets. If the
layout is fine but the
cabinets need work, you
can give them a whole
new look by refinishing
them. If the cabinets
must go, stock units or
semi-custom cabinets
can provide a new look
without busting the
budget.

Kitchen remodels can be
expensive. But there are
many affordable ways to
revamp a kitchen.

Simple ways to prevent dog-related lawn damage

D

ogs love spending time outdoors. Dog owners
with yards know that dogs benefit greatly from
some exercise in the backyard. While that time
might be great for dogs, it can take its toll on lawns.

Dog urine and feces can adversely affect the look and
health of a lush green lawn. Nitrogen is essential to
healthy soil, but only at certain levels. When those
levels are exceeded, the result can be lawn damage.
According to The Spruce Pets, an advisory site that
offers practical tips and training advices to pet
owners, this is what happens when pets frequently
urinate on grass. Urine is naturally high in nitrogen,
so when pets urinate on lawns, the grass might turn
yellow or brown due to the excess nitrogen content.
Nitrogen also is present in lawn fertilizers, further
exacerbating the problem for pet owners who fertilize
their lawns.

In addition to urine damage, dogs can trample frosted
grass, contributing to problems that may not become
evident until spring, and get into areas like gardens
where they wreak additional havoc.
Pet owners who want to let their dogs run free in
the yard but don’t want damaged grass may be
tempted to put their pooches in diapers or confine
them to crates when letting them outside. But such
an approach isn’t necessary. In fact, some simple
strategies can be highly effective at preventing dogrelated lawn damage.

• Speak with a landscaper about planting new grass.
Certain types of grass, such as Bermuda grass, can
withstand dog damage better than others. Local
climate will dictate which types of grass are likely to
thrive in a given area, so speak with a professional
landscaper about the viability of planting new grass.
• Install fencing. Pet owners with expansive yards
can install fencing that allows dogs to spend time
exercising outdoors without granting them access
to the entire property. Large dogs will need more
room than small ones, but try to build fenced-in
areas that allow dogs to run freely and get the
exercise they need to stay healthy.

• Work with a dog trainer. Dog trainers might be able
to work with dogs so they only urinate in certain
areas of the yard, greatly reducing the damage they
can cause to a lawn. Trainers also might help curb
digging and clawing behaviors that can damage
lawns as well as gardens.

• Consider hardscaping. Hardscaping might be most
effective for pet owners with small properties.
Hardscaping does not include grass and can add
visual appeal to a property while saving pet owners
the headaches of dealing with dog-related lawn
damage.
Dogs need time outdoors, and homeowners can take
various steps to protect their lawns from dog-related
damage.

What is sweating a pipe?
C
opper plumbing long
has been a standard
in home construction.
Anyone who has a home with
copper pipes should have an
understanding of how to make
repairs in the case of a leak
or if modifications need to be
made. “Sweating pipes” is one
term homeowners may hear
when maintaining their pipes.

Sweating a pipe refers to
soldering a pipe or the joint.
Sweating seals a new joint or
mends a fault. When sweating
a pipe, it is important to do the
job correctly so that a soldered
pipe can last for years and
years.
PlanItDIY, a source for how-to
advice, says that sweating
pipes involves some key steps.
• Cut the pipes to the right
length using a copper tube
cutter or hacksaw.
• Use a file or wire brush to

remove burs and smooth
down the ends.

• Clean the end of the copper
pipe with a cleaning brush
until the surface is bright all
around. In addition, clean the
inside of all fittings.

• Brush plumbing flux on
the brushed surfaces and
assemble the joint. The
how-to resource Hunker says
flux is an acidic paste applied
to all of the pieces of copper
that you want to connect
together. The flux paste will
draw in the solder after the
pipe is heated using a blow
torch. The acid in the flux
attracts the solder into the
seam between the two copper
pieces and fills the gap while
creating a semi-permanent
bond between the pieces.

• To create the seal, move the
flame around the joint to
heat it evenly. The copper will

get shiny, and the flux will
melt. When the pipe begins
to dull and the flux sizzles
and smokes, it is time to
apply solder. Touch lead-free
plumbing solder to the joint
and apply more heat.

• The sweating process is
finished when the solder
bubbles out of the end of the
seam. Let cool and the joint
should now be water-tight.

Sweating pipes gets easier
with practice. DIYers who
are nervous about plumbing
projects that involve sweating
can be reassured there are
connection products available
that are used in lieu of flux and
solder. These push-to-connect
fittings seal joints as well.
Individuals can speak with
experts at hardware and home
improvement stores to find the
best products for their needs
and skill levels.
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Tips

W

for waterproofing a basement or crawl space

ater can be a
homeowner’s worst
nightmare. Few things
have the potential to damage a
home as much as water. From
leaks to flooding to moisture
problems like mold, water can
wreak havoc on a home.

Basements or crawl spaces are
areas of a home where water
can do the most damage.
Basements and crawl spaces
tend to be the lowest-lying
spots in a home, and therefore
prime spots for water to enter.
Water problems in these areas
can contribute to the demise of
the structural integrity of the
foundation.
According to Olshan, a
foundation solutions company,
water can enter homes in
numerous ways. Many building
materials, including concrete,
that seem solid at first glance
actually are quite porous. As
ground water collects around
these materials, the weight of

the accumulated water, called
hydrostatic pressure, can
weaken the materials, causing
cracks where water can seep
through. Water also can enter
subterranean spaces through
basement windows and gaps
between footings and concrete
slabs, or push up through
foundation floors when homes
are in areas with high water
tables.

Remedying water issues in a
home generally breaks down
into two methodologies:
exterior waterproofing and
interior waterproofing.
Depending on the cause and
severity of the water issue, one
or the other, or even both, may
be recommended.

Exterior waterproofing aims
to keep water away from and
out of the home. The home
improvement information

A

sphalt and concrete driveways are
common throughout suburban
neighborhoods. They are as much
a part of a home as lawns, decks and
other exterior elements. Regardless of
how they’re utilized, driveways need to be
cared for and maintained to retain their
appearance and function.
Even the most durable driveways can
suffer from cracks and pits over time. As
cracks form, they pave the way for more
deterioration if they are not addressed.
Water infiltration can break down the
integrity of the driveway during freeze and
thaw periods, and any little hole or crack
can promote weed growth. Driveway repair
can be a do-it-yourself project, but pay
attention to the details to ensure the job is
done right.

Asphalt

and floor, also can help keep
water from entering the space.

Interior waterproofing

Moisture solutions

Keeping water out is only
one part of the equation.
Homeowners also need
to manage moisture, like
excessive humidity. A marriage
of HVAC and waterproofing
techniques may be necessary
to improve air flow and remove
humidity in the air.

When water in a basement
or crawl space needs to be
remediated indoors, a system
to collect, drain and remove
water may be necessary. This
can include sump pumps,
drains, gravity discharge
systems, and more. Moisture
barriers, which can include
special paints or products
applied to the foundation walls

Exterior waterproofing

Best methods to

resource DoItYourself.
com says that exterior
waterproofing generally
includes the application of
a waterproofing agent to
the concrete foundation. In
addition, exterior waterproofing
also could include excavation
so a drainage system can
be installed around the
entire footing of the home.
Regrading a property and
properly relocating gutters and
downspouts can help with many
water issues.

While many homeowners
have attempted to address

water issues on their own,
many times it is a job best
left to the professionals.
Because water penetration can
have multifaceted causes, a
professional can best assess the
situation and create solutions
that fit with homeowners’
budgets and needs. The review
and advice site Angie’s List
suggests finding at least three
waterproofing companies that
offer both interior and exterior
waterproofing services that can
provide the best ideas for fixing
the issue.

repair damaged driveways

The home improvement resource
The Family Handyman says it is key
to first repair cracks and pits in an
asphalt driveway before planning
to topcoat it, which is generally
done every year or so to maintain
its appearance and durability. A
variety of topcoat products are
available at various price points.
Experts recommend investing in a
quality product that will not shrink
and crack. A melt-in material that is
similar to products used by highway
crews can be purchased for around
$100. This product also will require
use of a propane torch. Caulk-style
crack repair products may not require
as many tools, and are much easier
to apply. They may not last as long,
however. Homeowners must weigh

the pros and cons to each before
beginning.

The experts at Popular Mechanics
say that there also are other asphalt
patch mixes available at home supply
retailers. Serious holes, rather than
cracks, can be addressed with a
coarse-aggregate filler commonly
referred to as cold patch.

After cracks and holes are filled, use a
sealer to lock everything in place and
create a smooth topcoat appearance.
Speak with a store employee if you
are unsure which product is needed
for your application.

Concrete

The process is similar with concrete
driveways, yet the products differ.
Small driveway cracks can be repaired
by scrubbing out the crack to remove

debris and then filling using a
mortar repair compound, suggests
the repair advice site Home Guides.
Larger cracks and potholes should
be cleaned. Once that’s done, apply
a painted-in bonder to the crack
or hole, followed by a dry concrete
patching product mixed with water.
The material can be worked into the
damaged area with a trowel, and
then leveled using a wood board.
Afterward, a liquid concrete sealer
can be applied to help prevent future
cracks and holes.
Homeowners who are hesitant to fix
their driveways can contact masons
or asphalt specialists to perform the
job. Keeping up on driveway repair
can prolong the life of the surface
and help delay a complete driveway
replacement for several years.

937-526-4501
“FOR OVER 100 YEARS”
36 North Steffin Street
The
Worch
Way
Versailles, Ohio 45380
worchlumber.com

Is The Best Way

We can customize any barn design! Call or stop in
today for your quote on your next farm project.

FREE
DELIVERY
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm, Sat 7:30am-12 noon

POLE BUILDINGS
40’x64’x14’
30’x40’x12’

$12,850 Erected

OH-70009996

OH-70179629

48’x80’x14’

1-20’x12’ Split Slide Door
1-24’x14’ Split Slider
1-3/0 Walk-in Door
Engineered Truss 4’
on center

1-20’x14’ Split Door
1-3/0 Walk-in Door
Engineered Truss 4’
on center

$21,400 Erected

60’x120’x16’

2-30’x16’ Split Slider
1-36’ Walk-in Door
Engineered Truss 4’
on center

Get Inspired by Exploring Our
Gallery
of Amazing Decks $51,950 Erected
$34,200 Erected

41013964

1-16’x11’ Slide Door
1-3/0 Walk-in Door
Engineered Truss 4’
on center
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CREATE YOUR OWN “SANCTUARY” WE CAN HELP

Ansonia Lumber is a full
service lumberyard and can
supply all of your building
material needs. We have
been “In the business of
building trust for 111 years”!
At Ansonia Lumber,we can
help you design the special
deck,pergola,or pavilion
that will enhance your
outdoor living experience.
Your post frame building
will be designed around
your wants and need. It is
the little details that make
all the difference.
There is endless choices of
decking,and railing, from
PVC to composite,wood to
aluminum. YOUR DECK
CAN BE AMAZING!
From New Homes, Barns,
Additions, Windows Doors,
Kitchen & Bath Cabinets,
Counter Tops, and more
“We are here to make good
things happen for you.”
300 South Main Street, Ansonia, Oh 45303

937-337-3111

OH-70180294

ansonialumber.com

email: lumber@ansonialumber.com

